
Resolution of the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the

Blind and Visually Impaired: July 2018

Accreditation of Blind and Low-vision Services
Resolution Number 2018 – 4
Authors: Brent Batron and Michelle Chacon
Amendment in the Nature of a Substitute
Whereas the AER board of directors adopted the accreditation program of the National Accreditation Council for Blind and Low Vision Services (NAC), now under the executive management of AER, effective July 1, 2017;

Whereas an announcement of this action was distributed to AER members and others by AERBVI Member Services on August 31, 2017, noting AER'S new mission statement: "The mission of AER is to serve and empower professionals to deliver standards-based practices that lead to improved educational and rehabilitative outcomes for individuals with visual impairment and blindness;

Whereas during its entire history as a free-standing organization devoted to standards and accreditation of services for people with blindness and low vision, NAC was unable to achieve widespread acceptance by agencies and schools in the field of blindness and visual impairment, due largely to organized and persistent opposition of consumers with visual impairments, especially opposition of the National Federation of the Blind (NFB);
Whereas according to its official statements, NFB’s opposition to NAC is based on disagreements over the founding and structure of NAC as an organization and does not reflect opposition by NFB to accreditation, provided the accreditation is conducted in a fair and open manner with equal opportunity for consumers and providers to engage with one another and collaborate in meaningful ways throughout the accreditation process; and
Whereas, in adopting executive management of the NAC accreditation program it is the policy of AER to respect the independent voice of consumers who are blind or visually impaired, the right of people who are blind or visually impaired to organize for self-expression, collective action, and the right of people who are blind or visually impaired to meaningful participation in design and implementation of accreditation of programs affecting their lives; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER), on this twenty-eighth day of July 2018, in the city of Reno, Nevada, that this organization, through its Board of Directors:

1. shall invite the NFB, the American Council of the Blind (ACB), and other such national organizations of consumers who are blind or visually impaired and their families as the board may identify to establish and carry out a collaborative project to be known as "Vision 2020: A New Accreditation Program for Blind and Low Vision Services”; this project so created shall consist of a consumer/provider Committee on Accreditation of Blind and Low Vision Services, with the goal of balanced (equal) opportunities for consumer and provider representation on the Committee; and
2. shall give the following charge to the Committee, so created:

(1) to identify goals and objectives of mutual interest which could be met by means of a consumer/provider accreditation process;
(2) to develop a conceptual outline describing how a proposed consumer/provider accreditation process would work, including organization, membership, governance, structure, duties, and funding; and
(3) to report its findings and recommendations to the AER Board of Directors which shall communicate such findings to the governing boards of collaborating organizations and to the AER membership on or before January 1, 2020, in order for each organization to plan and take appropriate action in response to the report at its next regularly scheduled national conference to be held during that year; and
3. affirms that nothing in this resolution shall affect current implementation plans of the AER Accreditation Program as announced on August 31, 2017, unless otherwise determined by further action of the AER Board of Directors.

