AER Chapter News

The State of Hawaii AER (SHAER) held its elections on December 10, 2004.  SHAER welcomes and congratulates its new officers.  Elected to office President:  Kristin Oien, Vice President:  Melissa Geyman, Secretary: Karen Kojima, Treasurer:  Debra Pang, Board Members-Christian Yates (DOE), Naomi Imai (DVR), Past President-Amy Downard, Membership Chair-Shirley Ching. Our chapter supports and looks forward to the next two years under our new leadership.  SHAER would also like to congratulate 9 TVIs from our state who recently earned their O&M Licensure through University of Northern Colorado’s program.  That makes 15 of  the 21 TVIs in our state dual-certified in VI/O&M.

The Northeast AER Chapter bestowed the Chapter’s  awards on November 9, 2004, in Newport, Rhode Island.

Clare Irwin received the prestigious Father Thomas Carroll Award at this year’s Fall Conference to recognize her strong advocacy for children who are blind in Rhode Island.  Through this award, she was acknowledged as a “mover and shaker” in the Northeast AER Chapter and an outstanding leader for over twenty years as a teacher of the visually impaired and an orientation and mobility instructor.  Clare served as a member of the Special Legislative Commission to Promote and Develop a Comprehensive System of Education for Blind Children in the State of RI, she is the RI liaison to the National Agenda for Children and Youth with Visual Impairments and a member of numerous organizations which promote the improvement of education for children with visual impairments.  Just as Father Carroll was a leader in the field of visual impairments, Clare is an outstanding modern day advocate for children with visual impairments, their families and schools.  

Lisa DiBonaventura received this year’s Award of Excellence in Direct Service to Adults with Visual Impairment in recognition for her outstanding service to visually impaired adults with developmental disabilities.  In addition to providing direct O&M service to her clients, she has forged a partnership between Massachusetts Department of Mental Retardation and the Massachusetts Commission for the Blind and has advocated at the state level for improved services for “those who cannot voice their own needs.”  To quote the words written by Barry Kran in his nomination letter, “Lisa’s love for her work and passion for the AMR population is a beacon of light upon which she raises the quality of life for her clients and brings honor to her profession.” 

Karen Olson of West Hartford, Connecticut became the recognized and honored recipient of the NE/AER 2004 Excellence in Direct Service to Children with Visual Impairment Award. This award acknowledges an individual whose service, innovative approach and dedication have been outstanding in the field of education, as well as significantly contributing to the independence of those with visual impairments. As an education consultant serving deaf blind preschool children, Karen is employed by the Connecticut State Board of Education and Services for the Blind. She has taught students who are deaf blind or blind with multiple disabilities for over 15 years. In addition, Karen serves on the New England Center for Deaf Blind MultiState Team providing consultation and training regarding the educational needs of deaf blind children, their families, and service providers.

The Pennsylvania-Delaware Chapter of AER has been very busy preparing for our annual Spring Conference to be held in Grantville, PA at the Holiday-Inn on April 20-22, 2005.  “A Change is in the AER” reflects the theme of the conference as well as the many changes within the conference itself. The Spring Conference attracts over 300 people from Pennsylvania, Delaware and many neighboring states.   Our program begins on Wednesday with Kevin O’Connor as the keynote speaker and ends on Friday with Peggy Madera as the endnote speaker.  The many programs are designed to meet the interests of all vision personnel.  Penn-Del AER is fortunate in having student volunteers helping at the Conference.  This year, the student volunteers from University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania College of Optometry and Kutztown University will receive a 1 year student membership in AER as a thank you as well as getting them interested in AER.  This year, Penn-Del AER awarded it’s first scholarship ($1,000) to Mary Davidson who is a student at the University of Pittsburgh.  Penn-Del AER members as well as new members attending the conference will receive a $20 rebate on their membership costs.  Our Professional Development Committee has also recommended, and board approved, mini grants of $250 per quarter for Penn-Del AER members to attend vision related conferences and workshops.  Penn-Del AER will also be sending out its first newsletter via e-mail for those members with an e-mail address. Change is good!

The Texas Chapter of AER will be holding our annual conference April 7-9, 2005 at the Houston Renaissance Hotel. Registration packets can be downloaded from the TAER website at www.txaer.org and the TSBVI homepage at www.tsbvi.edu.  For more information, please contact Edgenie Bellah, Conference Chair, at bellahe@tsbvi.edu or (512) 206-9423.   

