AER Division Docket

Administration and Leadership—Division 1

The Administration and Leadership Division is committed to serving the needs of its membership.  A leadership training was hosted in Orlando, and plans are underway for additional training opportunities in Salt Lake City.  Please feel free to contact the current chair, Carmen Grove Suminski, csuminsk@state.nd.us; 701-795-2708, with any suggestions and/or questions.

Psychosocial Services—Division 4

John L. Morse, Ed.D., of Pembroke, New Hampshire, was presented the Robert M. Lambert, Ph.D. Memorial Award by AER Division 4 - Psychosocial Services at a reception in his honor at the recent AER International Conference held in Orlando, Florida. The Lambert Award was designed to honor an individual who, over the course of his or her career, has worked in psychology, social work, diagnostic assessment, mental health, or other related service with people experiencing visual loss.

The Psychosocial Division feels that Dr. Morse exemplifies the type of person for whom the award was intended, in that he set a high standard of direct psychological and educational service to persons with visual impairments - from young children to older adults. In addition, he has inspired others through his mentoring, teaching, supervising, publishing, and giving of his time unselfishly.

The Northeast Chapter of AER, of which Dr. Morse is a member, joins the Psychosocial Division in congratulating him on his award.

Education Curriculum—Division 10 

AER Division 10 is sponsoring a new initiative to recognize leaders in our field who have made significant contributions in the area of education curriculum.  The first two honorees will be Alan Koenig and Cay Holbrook, whose creative research, numerous publications, and innovative teacher-training materials have impacted the teaching of children who are blind and visually impaired throughout North America and beyond. 

To recognize these leaders, Division 10 will purchase an inscribed stone for the Wall of Tribute at APH.   Alan and Cay will share a stone to highlight the collaborative nature of much of their work. The Wall of Tribute is part of the new “Hall of Fame: Leaders and Legends of the Blindness Field” housed in a special wing of APH.  Its purpose is to honor individuals, historical figures, or organizations that have made a difference to a specific person (e.g., a family member) or to the broader field of blindness.  The stones come in five sizes ranging from 3” x 8” ($375) to 12” x 8” ($5,000), and each includes a braille identifier strip at the bottom.  They are displayed in wooden columns under the words “Friends of Leaders and Legends”.  

Division 10 has budgeted $375 toward the purchase of a stone and is soliciting contributions from individuals and organizations that would like to recognize Alan and Cay in this way. Please make checks out to AER Division 10 and send them to:  Anna Swenson, 3310 Willow Glen Drive, Herndon, VA 20171

We hope to have the stone in place before the next AER International Conference in July, 2006.  

