Resources from the Field

From:  Summer Braille Music Institute.  

The National Resource Center for Blind Musicians is accepting applications for its seminar for blind college-bound musicians, which will be held July 18-23 at the Overbrook School for the Blind in Philadelphia, PA.  Designed for the serious student, the program tailors instruction to each person's need to develop braille music and theory skills, and the use of technology to submit written music assignments.  Applicants must have already studied some music theory, be willing to put effort into braille music study, and demonstrate a commitment to use the braille music and computer skills they will learn at the Institute when they return to school.  Applicants must also show that they have the independence skills, social readiness and maturity to be a contributing part of a close-knit group.  Space is available for six students.  Please contact the Resource Center for information on tuition, scholarship availability, and the application procedure.

Options for teachers: School teachers interested in learning should contact the Resource Center to explore opportunities to study and help out during the Institute.  Appointments can be made to bring younger students for evaluation and guidance.  Visit www.blindmusicstudent.org, which is also a music information Resource.  Contact David Goldstein at 203-366-3300, Extension 229, or infoblindmusicstudent.org.

From:  Pulse Data HumanWare

Pulse Data HumanWare announced the introduction of a new low vision auto-reading device called myReader ™.  Developed to overcome the serious limitations of video magnifier technology and provide people who are visually impaired an easy way to read for an extended period of time, myReader captures an entire page and within three seconds, enlarged text appears on a LCD monitor, rearranged like a page from a large print book.  myReader offers other assistive functions including the ability to magnify and view photographs in full color, and while in live video mode, users can independently accomplish challenging tasks such as threading a needle, reading a medicine bottle and writing checks.  Visit www.pulsedate.com for additional information. 

From:  Frederick Moss, Doctoral Candidate

Attention parents of high school student musicians with visual disabilities: Frederick Moss, a doctoral candidate in music education at the University of Michigan, is interviewing high school students who are blind or visually impaired and are participating in their regular public school bands or orchestras. Mr. Moss is interested in learning about the experiences of blind and visually impaired students to help music teachers across the United States provide more effective instruction for these young people. Currently, there is virtually no research that addresses the specific needs of students who are blind or visually impaired in music education settings like high school band and orchestra. If you have a visually impaired child or know someone who does who is in a high school band or orchestra, you can help by contacting Mr. Moss using the information provided below. Individuals agreeing to participate will need to commit to at least two telephone interview sessions. Each session requires approximately one and one half hours. Mr. Moss, who is visually impaired, is interested in mentoring study informants in appreciation for their participation.

Frederick Moss

P.O. Box 130912

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48113

Phone: 734-998-3466

Email: fwmossj@umich.edu

