AER Continuing Education Committee Report

By Frances Mary D’Andrea, Chair, Continuing Education Committee

Thanks to all of you who responded so quickly to the survey in the last issue of AER Report. I was able to bring comments from about 50 people to our most recent Board meeting, and the surveys are still coming in. I’d like to encourage those of you who have not yet responded to go ahead and send in your survey. It’s not too late, and we really want to hear from you. The survey is still available online on the AER web site (www.aerbvi.org). 

I won’t give a full report on the surveys yet, but I did want to share some information with you. The Continuing Education Committee was very interested to hear your comments about online learning, and about half of the respondents have already taken an online course. Several of you also commented that you were not interested in online learning, and of course AER continues to offer members an excellent international conference as well as chapter conferences and division continuing education activities. But most of the people who responded had a positive response to the idea online courses that AER could develop.  I was also interested to hear that almost everyone who responded uses email regularly, and most also have high speed Internet connections. Almost all respondents were interested in continuing education credits, and supportive of AER charging a fee for offering those credits.

I was most impressed with the excellent suggestions that were made for continuing education topics. The number one topic requested was information about assistive technology for teachers (of both children and adults). The second most frequently mentioned topic was information about low vision, including topics for ACVREP re-certification, use of low vision equipment and devices (and how to teach their use), encouraging students to use optical devices, as well as functional implications for common eye conditions. Close behind were topics related to orientation and mobility including street crossings, techniques for teaching learners who have specific needs (e.g., macular degeneration, multiple disabilities, or wheelchair users), recent electronic O&M devices, instruction for very young children, and group mobility techniques. Topics mentioned by people who work with adults were understanding strokes (and brain injury) and vision loss, psychosocial aspects of aging and vision loss, new equipment and techniques for daily living skills, and services for adults who have multiple disabilities. People who worked with children suggested topics such as assessment, social skills, instruction for children who have multiple disabilities, students with cortical visual impairments, general teaching techniques, and working with families. Other topics suggested by survey respondents were cultural diversity, ethics, supervising paraprofessionals, advocacy, and stress management. 

The call for papers for the 2006 international conference is going out soon. If you have expertise in any of the above topics—or any other topic related to instructional practices and techniques—please send in a proposal to present at the conference. AER is fortunate to have so many knowledgeable and talented members. Our biggest asset is YOU. 

