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2004-01 Resolution

WHEREAS over 43,000 hybrid gas/electric vehicles were sold in the United States (U.S.) in 2003, with only three models available, and automobile manufacturers have introduced numerous additional models of hybrid vehicles since that date and are projecting large increases in sales; and

WHEREAS these hybrid vehicles are virtually silent when braking or coasting, producing only tire noise; and are completely silent when stopped at a traffic signal; and

WHEREAS all-electric vehicles with silent engines, including all-electric buses, are also in use in the U.S.; and

WHEREAS efforts are underway to further reduce vehicular tire and road noise; and

WHEREAS people who are blind or who have low vision are uniquely dependent upon auditory cues to identify safe times to cross streets; and

WHEREAS quieter vehicles make this task more difficult or impossible in some situations; and

WHEREAS 4.3 million Americans are severely visually impaired, 1.1 million are legally blind, the incidence of visual impairment increases with age, and by 2010 it is expected that in the United States there will be 20 million people over the age of 45 who will be blind or who will have low vision; and

WHEREAS recent research indicates that most pedestrians use both vision and hearing to determine a threat from an approaching vehicle; and

WHEREAS there are approximately 5,000 pedestrian fatalities per year in the US as a result of automobile/pedestrian crashes; and

WHEREAS children under 14 and elderly pedestrians are over represented in these statistics;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED on this 18th day of July, 2004 in Orlando, Florida that the Association for Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) urges that research be undertaken to evaluate the effect of quiet vehicles on pedestrian safety, especially the effect on children, pedestrians who are elderly, and pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that research should be undertaken to determine techniques for providing information that is equivalent to the acoustic cues that are currently provided by vehicle engines that will enable pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision to judge gaps in traffic; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AER urges that additional research be undertaken to evaluate the broader issues of environmental access and wayfinding that large numbers of quiet vehicles would present to the abilities of pedestrians who are blind or who have low vision to align for crossings and maintain a straight path of travel during street crossings, and to develop techniques and technologies to address problems found; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that AER urges the U.S. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, U.S. Federal Highway Administration, the U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board and Transport Canada to move promptly to implement results of research to provide acoustic and safety and orientation information that is not provided by quiet vehicles, to all pedestrians, including those with visual impairments.

Unanimously approved
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