AER Chapter News (Fall 2005)

The Dakota AER/Vision Conference was held at ND Vision Services/School for the Blind on April 27-30.  Our appreciation to the following sponsors:  Dakota AER NDVS/SB Professional Team, NDVS/SB Foundation, and the American Foundation for the Blind.  The agenda included division meetings on April 27, in the areas of O&M Rehabilitation Teaching and Low Vision. The main conference began on April 28, with Dr. Joe Miller from the University of North Dakota as the keynote speaker.  The theme of the conference was “Building Skills for Life.”  Dr. Karen Wolffe was the primary presenter and focused her presentations on that theme.  Presenting on Low Vision were Amy Scepaniak, Aberdeen, SD, and Tracy Wicken, Grand Forks, ND.  The most current adaptive technology for persons who are blind or visually impaired was made available by the following vendors exhibiting:  Ambutech, Freedom of Speech, Freedom Scientific, Huge Print Press, Humanware, Low Vision Store, Minnesota Low Vision, NDVSB/SB Store, State Library, and Vocational Rehabilitation.  A banquet was held where Carol Schmidt, Vision Rehabilitation Specialist, Minot, ND, was the guest speaker.  Amy Scepaniak was presented the 2005 Dakota AER Worker of the Year Award.  Amy is an outreach vision consultant with the South Dakota School for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  Congratulations, Amy!  Years of Membership awards were given to Katrina Wendel and Ken Dockter for 5 year certificates, Amy Scepaniak for 10 year certificate, and Marva Gellhaus, Dianne Giessinger, and Mike Beck for 15 year plaques.  Entertainment followed, including the annual Dakota AER Auction.  The 83 persons in attendance represented the states of Minnesota, North Dakota, and South Dakota, plus the province of Manitoba and included teachers, counselors, students, parents, rehabilitation specialists, orientation and mobility specialists, low vision specialists, and administrators.  It was a most beneficial event!  

The next annual Illinois AER (IAER) conference, "Our Vision:  A Profession of Excellence," will be held on February 23 and 24, 2006, in Naperville, IL.  To receive a copy of the call for papers, or an application for exhibitions (both for-profit and not-for-profit) please contact Michelle Clyne at michelleclyne @sbcglobal.net or Mindy Ely at dhsrstj@dhs.state.il.us.  Applications are also available to be downloaded at the web site:  www.il.aerbvi.org  

Come join us and help celebrate the 20th year of our annual New York State AER Conference!  This year’s conference will be held on October 23-25, 2005, at the Syracuse Wyndham Hotel in Syracuse, NY.  We are pleased to announce that our keynote speaker will be Carl Augusto, President and CEO of the American Foundation for the Blind.  We have many exciting workshops planned and will have a vendor day showcasing exhibitors from around the country.  You can get the latest information on our conference by going to our web site at www.nysaer.org and clicking on the Conference link.  You can also contact Suzanne Mullen, Conference Chair, at sumullen@ aol.com by phone at 315-635-1768.  Hope to see you thAER!

 

The Ohio AER Chapter announces the appointment of Sue Guagenti as President of the Chapter.  

