A Truly Unique AER International Conference in 2006

By Bryan Gerritsen, Utah International Conference Host Committee Member 

It is difficult to imagine a more unique AER International Conference than the one planned for 2006 at the Snowbird Ski and Summer Resort in Salt Lake City.  It will be the first AER International Conference that will not be held in a downtown or commercial setting.  Instead, it will be held in the mountains outside Salt Lake at a lodge and surrounding property.  Planned for July 14-19, 2006, it offers almost limitless activities for you and your family both before, during, and after the conference.

Some of the activities at Snowbird include tram rides, an alpine slide, horseback riding, biking, hiking, fishing, wall climbing, star gazing, and just enjoying the mountain “aer.”

Points of destination for touring before and after the conference include the five stunning and incredibly diverse national parks in Utah, including Bryce, Zions, Arches, Canyonlands, and Capitol Reef National Parks.  There are also several breathtaking State Parks, as well as 13,000 ft. peaks in Eastern Utah for fishing, hiking, and camping.  Add to this other National Parks nearby such as Yellowstone and the Grand Tetons, and it makes it very inviting to add a few days to your conference plans to visit some of the country’s most beautiful natural wonders.

However, a conference is much more than its location, its setting, or its hotel.  The 2006 AER International Conference will be designed to feature presentations on the best practices, the latest research, and the newest in technology and advances in the field of blindness and low vision.  A “Call for Papers” is currently out to professionals (and on the AER web site www.aerbvi.org)  to submit papers and posters for presentation at the conference.  Be sure and submit yours (electronically) by Friday, September 16, 2005.  Be assured this will be a meaningful and powerful conference, and will help you to strive for new heights.  Set aside the dates now, and plan to attend this conference that will help us all come a little higher together.

