In Memoriam

It is with great sadness that AER report the passing of former AER Board member Linda Studholme after a courageous battle with cancer.   Linda served as one of the Canadian Representatives on the Board from 1996 to 1998, as well as on the AER Finance Committee.  She was employed by the Canadian National Institute for the Blind as the National Director of Rehabilitation and Technology in Toronto, Canada.  Linda was extremely involved in AER activities in both the U.S. and in Canada, where she helped grow the Canadian membership.

AER also regrets to report the death of HumanWare company founder and Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Russell Smith and his wife Marian.  The two were killed on August 7th in the crash of their Cessna 182.  Russell and Marian, as they are known to most of the blindness field, were avid fliers who had built their own private airstrip at their home in Aylesford, New Zealand.  While returning home together, their aircraft crashed into the sea north of Christchurch.

