Names in the News

Tara Cortes, RN, PHD, a distinguished leader in health care for 38 years, has been named President and CEO of Lighthouse International, effective June 20, 2005.  Dr. Cortes has joined the Lighthouse after serving as Senior Vice President and Chief Nursing Officer, Patient Care Operations, Bridgeport Hospital, Yale New Haven Health Systems.  Dr. Cortes succeeds Barbara Silverstone, DSW, as President and CEO of Lighthouse International.  In the spring of 2004, Dr. Silverstone announced her intention to step down after 21 years of service.  Following a year-long initiative, Dr. Cortes was selected by the Lighthouse Board of Directors’ Search Committee from a field of eminent national and international candidates.  

Dr. Cortes’ extensive clinical, managerial, administrative and academic experience have included work in institutions ranging from Columbia University and New York Presbyterian Medical Center; Rockefeller University and Hospital; Hunter College School of Nursing; Mount Sinai Hospital and School of Medicine; and New York University Medical Center. 

A graduate of Villanova University and New York University, where she received her PhD in Nursing Science and Research,  Dr. Cortes was named a fellow in the highly competitive Robert Wood Johnson Executive Nurse Fellow program.  

Tony Candela, Chair of Employment and Rehabilitation Counseling Services—Division 2, has been appointed head of the Specialized Services Division (blind/low vision, deaf/hard of hearing) of the California Department of Rehabilitation, the State vocational rehabilitation agency by California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  He will leave American Foundation for the Blind, where he has worked as a National Program Associate in Employment since January 2000, and begin his duties with the Division on August 29, 2005.

The American Foundation for the Blind (AFB) announced that Mark Richert will join the organization as Director of Public Policy on July 7, 2005.  A well-known expert in the field of blindness, Richert will head up AFB’s Public Policy Center in Washington, DC.

"As AFB’s Director of Public Policy, Richert will lead AFB's efforts to improve policies that affect the lives of people with vision loss and manage the staff and activities of the Public Policy Center," said Paul W. Schroeder, AFB's Vice President of Programs and Policy.  "He has the skills, energy and knowledge that are needed to work with Congress and Executive Branch agencies and to build effective coalitions in support of our efforts."

