New Issues for Blind Pedestrians

Bullet Points and Resources

Though changes happen all the time it is our belief that pedestrians, walking in all seasons, and cars can coexist peacefully. It just takes thought, planning and common sense:

· Hybrid Cars:  These present one of the most frightening innovations for pedestrians, primarily because the blind pedestrian no longer has the tools to make a safe traffic decision. The blind consumer groups and AER International are very involved in working toward a resolution and there is currently legislation before congress to address the issue. For further information check www.acb.org, www.nfb.org, www.aerbvi.org.

· Accessible Pedestrian Signals:  One means of returning some control to the pedestrian is the proper installation and use of audible pedestrian signals (APS). This is something that we can all advocate for in our communities. We also suggest advocating for signage that says something to the effect: “It’s state law! STOP for PEDESTRIAN at crosswalk!” Resources: www.easterseals.org/projectaction; also, you can download the Pedestrian Safety Handbook from www.acb.org.
· GPS:  The most beneficial use for GPS for me as a guide dog user is as a means of browsing and planning my route before I even pick up the harness handle. GPS is not a replacement for orientation and mobility skill or for common sense. 

· Seasonal Travel:  Change in seasons often brings change in the pedestrian’s travel environment. Awareness of and adapting to these changes along with effective problem –solving skills help insure the safety of cane users and guide dog teams alike.
Finally, and most importantly, the guide dog handler is the thinking member of the team; the dog responds to directions given by the handler. Therefore, the more familiar the handler is with the route the better the success of the trip. It is perfectly acceptable to use any of the methods we discussed to acclimate a traveler to a route, i.e. cane or sighted guide, either heeling the dog or leaving it behind as the handler may choose.

Orientation and Mobility training is a pre-requisite for guide dog training and when a handler requests assistance with an orientation issue such as learning new routes we want the O and M. instructor to feel comfortable while assisting the handler. If the issue is more related to dog behavior or training, we encourage you to contact us. Guiding Eyes for the Blind recognizes and values working as a team with other professionals in the field.
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