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Editor’s note: If reading on a cell phone, photos may show up sideways!
________________________________________________________
 
From the Chair: 
[bookmark: _la99rl8rf1m1]Dear O&M Division 9 Members, 

Happy Spring! As the world continues to awaken here in Michigan, I am excited to share that some of the seeds we have planted over the winter months are coming to fruition. The O&M Division has been working diligently to bring new webinars to our membership. Thank you to those that attended our live webinars in early May. If you are unable to attend, you can access the recording and obtain ACVREP credit using the AER E-learning platform.  

On May 1, at 7PM EST Matt Baker, Vice President of Sales from Polara Enterprises presented “How Does the Recent Release of PROWAG Affect APS & What’s New with APS Technology”. 

On May 8, at 7PM EST,  Alexa Poynor and Cindy Bachofer lead us through “Pedestrian Skills Lead to Pre-Driver Readiness for Bioptic Use”.

These sessions are included with your AER membership, Non AER members may access the recordings and obtain credit for a fee. 

As changes at the USA federal level have been happening, AER continues to monitor the landscape of our field. If you have any information relevant to your local region, please share with AER central office at AER@AERBVI.org and to the O&M Division at AEROMDivision@gmail.com. 

The O&M Division Board met for special meetings as our board and along with the VRT division to compile information and provide comprehensive feedback to ACVREP regarding the proposed Certified Vision Rehabilitation Occupational Therapist criteria. This letter was supplied to the division in an Eblast that went out on Tuesday, February 4.  In the spirit of collaboration, the O&M Division board offered an open line of communication to the ACVREP SME committee. ACVREP certificants received an email from Kathie Zeider, President ACVREP on May 29th with the final certification criteria for the new OT certification. Some noted changes after the open comment period include a name change to OTCAVR and the increase to a 350-hour internship. Please take the time to read through the OTCAVR final certification criteria. 

On January 24, the AER Board of Directors approved the O&M Division position paper “Model Program for Use of Paraeducators in Orientation and Mobility Instruction”. The paper is now available to download on the AER website. 

We are excited to include in this newsletter the 2025 Blasch Scholarship recipient announcements. We had 6 applicants this year. We could not offer this scholarship without the support of AER and our team of judges and Blasch Scholarship Chair, Eric Shaw. If you would like to make a one time donation to the Blasch Scholarship endowment fund you can follow the Donate Now quick link on the AER homepage. 

It is never too early to begin thinking about White Cane Day. If you would like to write an article for the newsletter highlighting how your region celebrates White Cane Day, please reach out to Meg Robertson, Newsletter Editor at MobilityMeg@gmail.com. 

We invite AER O&M Division members to consider joining one of our committees. 
· Continuing Education Committee
· Communications (Newsletter/Social Media)
· Nominating and Elections 
· Scholarship Committee
· Membership Committee
To join a committee connect at AEROMDivision@gmail.com.
_
Margaret “Maggie” Winn
Chair, Orientation and Mobility Division 9
2024-2026

___________________________________________________________






Updates from Districts
District 2: Debbie Fussell (Arkansas, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Manitoba, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Saskatchewan, Texas)
Arkansas: The Arkansas AER conference was held in February 2025 in Benton, AR. Please stay tuned for upcoming details about their next conference.
Texas: Texas AER Conference 2025 was held in Corpus Christi, TX, March 20-22, 2025. The conference was a huge success with over 200 participants and 24 vendors. This year’s theme was Illuminate, Innovate, Inspire. Special thanks to this year’s conference sponsors: East Texas Lighthouse, Allied Instructional Services, and Specialized Assessment & Consulting. Please stay tuned for details coming soon for the TAER 2026 Conference to be held in Denton, Texas.
The Low Vision Conference 2025: Learning and Literacy Media Decisions for Students with Low Vision was held May 16, 2025 in Austin, TX, presented by Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired. The conference focused on using LMA data to determine and implement the use of MultiMedia such as print, braille, and audio for students with low vision who may or may not use print. The focus included how these decisions affect the student’s performance across a multitude of environments including those outside of school. 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 	Texas Active Learning Conference 2025, presented by Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired and hosted by ESC 11, June 10-12, 2025. This conference will feature Patty Obrzut, MS, OTR/L, and Kirstyn Martino, BS, CTRS for the Penrickton Center for Blind Children. This is an in-person conference. For registration and details, please click the link above. Registration closes June 3, 2025.
 
Oklahoma AER 2025 Conference will be held July 31 – August 1, 2025 in Oklahoma City, OK. This year’s theme is Empowering Transitions & Advancing Careers with Assistive Technology. For more information and registration please click on the link above.
Braille and Tactile Graphic Boot Camp, presented by Texas School for the Blind and Visually Impaired, August 5-8, 2025 on the campus of TSBVI in Austin, TX, will feature Sue O’Brien, Mindy Hudson, and Amanda Storaasli. Braille Boot Camp is a four-day, hands-on experiential training program designed to develop the knowledge and skills necessary for producing braille documents, tactile graphics, and introducing 3D printing for students with BVI. For registration and details, please click the link above.
 	2025 Southwest Orientation &Mobility Conference (Virtual) will be held Nov. 6, 2025. The Pre and the main conference will be held Nov. 7-8, 2025. The Call for Presentations is now open. Registration is coming soon!
__________________________________________________________
 
District 3: Jennifer Duncan (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ontario, Wisconsin)  JDuncan.visionom@gmail.com  

Illinois: 2026 IAER is already booked for February 12-13th, 2026 and will be held at the Marriott in Naperville, IL

Wisconsin:  The Collaborative Vision Conference 2025 was held this month at the Mid-State Technical College LEAD Center.

Michigan: The MAER Conference & the NCOMA Joint Conference with the Deafblind Central was held this past April in Lansing Michigan. 
 
From the Michigan AER newsletter: “STUDENTS WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS TAKE DETROIT BY STORM! So much of Michigan’s landscape is rural, dotted with small towns. That makes it hard for O&M Specialists to expose students to the big city concepts and skills they’ll need to become independent travelers as adults. Michigan Mobility Matters, an O&M Professional Learning Community, creates large group lessons for instructors and students to address these gaps.
 	This spring, the group lesson was “A Day in Detroit.” Despite the crazy weather, we had a blast practicing urban travel skills, learning about transportation options. We tackled streetcars, elevated trains, urban block travel, elevators, escalators, revolving doors and the OKO app.  Students learned to use their hands on a Michigan map to show where they live and learn where Detroit is located.

___________________________________________________

District 4: Eric Shaw (Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, New Hampshire, New York, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Rhode Island, Quebec, Vermont) 

	From Alexandra Futty at O&M Progam at the University of Massachusetts, Boston: “We are ending the second year of our 5-year federal grant to support O&Ms who want to work with special education students. In the first two years we have supported 37 new O&Ms. We are finalizing enrollment for our year 3 cohort now.
 	Our RSA grant which supports O&M scholars who want to work with adults is ending this year. The federal government has not yet announced a new grant competition. We are hopeful that the competition will come out at some point and that we will have the opportunity to apply.”

The NE/AER Infant, Toddler, Preschool Division invites AER members to a presentation on Assessment Considerations for Early Years: From EI to Pre-k. Presented by Kitty Edstrand. The Zoom virtual event happens on June 18, 2025 at 2:00-4:00 PM ET Cost: $5 for current AER members; $15 for non-members- for more information go to https://www.nercve.org 

The NEAER Fall 2025 Conference will be held in Warwick RI, November 5th -7th. For more information go to https://www.nercve.org/ne/aer-2025-conference 


O&M Blasch Scholarship Committee Report

Congrats to the 2025 Blasch Scholarship Recipients!

Erin-Lynn Dimase is a graduate student in Orientation and Mobility at Western Michigan University with over five years of experience in employment services and disability advocacy. She currently works as an Employment Specialist/Benefits Coach at CNS Healthcare and provides individualized care in a home setting. Erin-Lynn is honored to receive the Blasch Scholarship and is passionate about promoting independence for individuals with disabilities. Upon graduation, she looks forward to serving both children and adults as a Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist.
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____________________________________________________


Kate Blough has been an itinerant TVI in Westchester County, NY since 2006, working with students aged 4-21. She attends the Hunter College O&M certification program and serves on the NYSAER Board. Previously, Kate was the Vice President of The Association of American Publishers, the national book publishing trade association. She received her MA in Blindness & Visual Impairment from Teachers College in 2005 and BA in Political Science from the University of Akron in 1994. Kate has two daughters aged 19 and 23, and in her spare time she enjoys running, ceramics, sailing, traveling, and volunteering with Achilles. 
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Submitted by Eric Shaw, Chair of the Blasch Scholarship Committee blaschscholarship@gmail.com ____________________________________________________ 

White Cane Day Resources
For additional planning ideas for 2025 White Cane Day, which will fall on Wednesday this year, go to the National Research and Training Center on Blindness and Low Vision www.blind.msstate.edu . The Community Outreach Guide: How to Host a White Cane Awareness Day Celebration (October 15) will introduce you to the history of White Cane Awareness Day, provide inspiration for activities (from a signing ceremony to a large, public event), and offer general event tips to support you as create a successful celebration.  
The O&M Division has put together a White Cane Day Resource document.  Please send Raychel Callary your suggestions and ideas to her email at Raychelcallary@gmail.com .
_________________________________________________________
	
Conferences/Workshops/Webinars

	      DeafBlindness and VRT Services Webinar:  Working Together
Presented by the VRT and Deafblind AER Divisions, Tuesday, June 10, 2025, 7:30-8:30 PM Eastern. This will be a panel presentation and discussion. For more information or to register go to AER Learning https://aerelearning.org/events
_______________________________________________________

	    Teaching Uncontrolled Street Crossing Webinar.  Please check out a new 3-part series of recorded webinars on teaching uncontrolled street crossings. The series includes significant updates to the technique and increased emphasis on preparing instructors on how to use and apply this with a variety of students. The third part – focused on maximizing skills for looking and listening – incorporates strategies to assist instructors who are blind to understand how to help students maximize use of their skills.  Presented by Dona Sauerburger, Jolene Troisi, and Cindi Lashinsky, joined by an invaluable array of participants whose questions and experiences helped drive this forward, the series is free of charge and includes two optional quizzes for you to test your own understanding (passing the quizzes provides up to 7 ACVREP CEUs).   We welcome any feedback, questions, and suggestions. Our field is continually evolving, and your inquiries likely reflect the interests of many others. It is available at: sauerburger.org/uncontrolledworkshop
________________________________________________________________________________


          The International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment (ICEVI) invites submissions for the January 2026 issue of “The Educator.” The theme is Physical Activity (including O&M, sports, recreation, etc.). Submissions are due by December 31, 2025, to The Editor via email at Publications@icevi.org.
The Educator is published biannually to promote “connection” within the global disability community, including knowledge and resource connections, as well as personal interest and case study reports. The Publications Committee welcomes articles, reports, reviews, disability-inclusive education programs and models, and position papers of interest to ICEVI members and partners; parents and caregivers; leaders and administrators; practitioners in education, health, and rehabilitation sectors; researchers and higher education students; and VI technology manufacturers.
_______________________________________________
Save the date: The International Mobility Conference19/ IMC19 will be held in Gujarat, Ahmedabad, India, November 16-19, 2026. Ahmedabad, is in western India, the largest city in the state of Gujarat. IMC19 will be hosted by The Blind People’s Association India (www.bpaindia.org) and the International Council for Education of People with Visual Impairment/ICEVI. For more information contact Eileen Siffermann, IMC Executive Committee Chair at eileensiffermann@comcast.net.

_______________________________________________________________________________





This and That

Celebrate Deafblind Awareness Month in June and the DeafBlind Awareness Week, which falls during June 22-28, as well as celebrating Helen Keller's birthday on June 27. 

DeafBlind Awareness Events: In US: DeafBlind Awareness Week 2024 – Helen Keller Services and
Helen Keller National Center Announces 2025 DeafBlind Awareness Week Campaign 
In Canada: https://deafblindservices.ca/DeafblindAwarenessMonth
 
 __________________________________________________________

The ADA National Network has produced a fact sheet on 
Service Animals in Emergency Situations to get a copy click here https://adata.org/service-animal-resource-hub/emergencies 

___________________________________________________________

AmericaWalks coordinates an annual event called a Week Without Driving. This year’s dates are Monday, September 29th - Sunday, October 5th. For more information about this event or to find out how you and/or your community.  For more information on how to participate in this event, contact Ruth Rosas, at www.americawalks.org.
_____________________________________________________

Check out this newly released article Under the influence of parents: A longitudinal study of children's walking, Kyu Ri Kim and Jennifer Dill which explores the relationships between the behavior, perceptions, and attitudes of children and their parents (or guardians) about walking. The study aims to reveal meaningful relationships between the attitudes and behaviors of parents' and children's walking — based on observations over a two-year period.
The study found that when parents walked more, their children also walked more, and that “parents' positive safety perceptions about their children's walking environment in terms of strangers and traffic significantly increased children's walking time.  Learn more at the Journal of Transport & Health: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2214140525000362
____________________________________________________

The 2024-2026 Division Nine Executive Committee
Chair: Maggie Winn			Chair Elect: Alexa Poynor
Past Chair: Raychel Callary 		Secretary/Treasurer: Linda McFall 
Student Representative: Kristal Alvarez

Email the Committee at aeromdivision@gmail.com
District Directors
District 1: Autumn Booths (Alaska, Alberta, Arizona, British Columbia, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, New Mexico, Nevada, Northwest Territories, Wyoming, Oregon, Utah, Washington, Yukon Territories.)
District 2: Debbie Fussell (Arkansas, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Manitoba, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Saskatchewan, Texas)
District 3: Jennifer Duncan (Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ontario, Wisconsin) 
District 4: Eric Shaw (Connecticut, Massachusetts, Maine, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, New Hampshire, New York, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Rhode Island, Quebec, Vermont)

District 5: Jennifer Thurman (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Puerto Rico, Tennessee)

District 6: Joe Greene (Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virgin Islands, Virginia, West Virginia, Washington D.C.)

Newsletter Editor Meg Robertson: 
Mobilitymeg@aol.com or aeromdivision@gmail.com.
Please report any errors to the Newsletter Editor.

Next newsletter deadline:  August 1, 2025, however submissions are welcomed at any time! 
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