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AER Accreditation Program 
Decision Summary

Name of University: Northern Illinois University
Program: Vision Rehabilitation Therapy (VRT)
Degree level: Master’s
Name of Program Director: Stacy Kelly, Ed.D. COMS, CATIS, TVI
Name of University Dean/University Representative: Dr. William Pitney

Date Application Submitted: January 8, 2024
Date Recommendation Completed: March 27, 2025
Panel’s Narrative: 
Northern Illinois University provides 5 programs related to personnel preparation in the field of rehabilitation and education of persons who are blind or low vision.  The O&M and VRT programs were established in 1964. (Additional programs are being prepared for review later this year.) This review panel consisted of a combination of qualified reviewers to cover both O&M and VRT reviews simultaneously.
NIU experienced significant turnover as long-standing leadership retired during 2023. Realizing their expiration date for O&M and VRT was May 31, 2024, the university submitted a request in November 2023 for a 3-month extension to August 31, 2024. The request was granted by AERAC, consistent with its policies. 
The Dean was extremely enthusiastic about the program and very supportive.
Summary of AERAC’s Conclusions: 
AER Accreditation Council received the recommendation for Full Accreditation from the Higher Education Accreditation Commission on March 27, 2025, along with all supporting documents from the university and working consensus reports from the review panel. The members of the panel had been previously approved, at the start of the review process. 
The Council concurred with the review panel’s conclusions and with the specific recommendation regarding Core IV.e.: Programs show evidence that they have used the assessment results to make needed changes that are designed to improve student learning.  The panel recommends that the progress on this new process be included in the 2025 annual program report to AER Accreditation which will be due March 31, 2026. 
The panel met on two occasions. After the first meeting, the current consensus was sent to the university and the university responded with additional information in a timely manner. The panel accepted the additional information provided and also prepared some additional questions for interviews to be conducted as part of the review process. The panel accepted the additional information and all items on the VRT rubric of standards were deemed to be fully Met. 
During the interviews and the virtual tour, the panel also saw the university LMS and heard from the students, both of which addressed specifics regarding the key issue: how did the students demonstrate knowledge and understanding.”
In due consideration of the materials, AER Accreditation Council concurred with the recommendation and awarded FULL Accreditation.  

AERAC Decision: 
· Full Accreditation

Northern Illinois University’s Vision Rehabilitation Therapy Program is Fully Accredited through March 26, 2030.

Summary of Accreditation Actions: 
3-25-2025 HEAC Recommendation:  Full Accreditation 

3-27-2025 AERAC Decision:  Full Accreditation of the Vision Rehabilitation Therapy Program through March 26, 2030. 

History of AERAC Accreditations: 
· Initial Accreditation by AER Accreditation Council of Vision Rehabilitation Therapy program, September 1, 2020.
· Re-Accreditation by AER Accreditation Council, March 27, 2025.
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