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Study Information Sheet
Title: 
Exploring Lived and Professional Experiences of Vision Professionals with a Visual Impairment
Principal Investigator (PI): 
· Erika Fundelius, Ph.D., TSVI, COMS
· Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education [ECPS]
· Faculty of Education, The University of British Columbia
You are being asked to voluntarily participate in a research study, because you are a vision professional (i.e., teacher of students with visual impairments, orientation and mobility specialist or other vision professional) who also has a diagnosed visual impairment, and live and work in Canada or the Unites States and its territories. The study seeks to examine what motivated individuals with visual impairments to seek a career as vision professionals (e.g., teacher of students with visual impairments, orientation and mobility specialist), how these individuals describe their lived experiences in terms of societal and organizational attitudes, accessibility, and how do they view their role as adults with visual impairments in the education of students in K-12 setting. 
You may participate in this study if: 
· You are a teacher of students with visual impairments or an orientation and mobility specialist
· You are working or have worked in elementary and secondary education settings (i.e., Prek-12)
· You have a diagnosed congenital or acquired visual impairment that qualifies you as a visually impaired professional under federal or provincial law/regulations
· You live in the USA or Canada or any of their territories
Payment: You will not be paid to take part in this study, and this study is not receiving funds from an external agency or sponsor.

Risk: There are no known risks for this study. There may not be direct benefit to you from taking part in this study. However, we hope that the information learned can be used in the future to benefit people with disabilities in teacher preparation programs and workspaces.
Results: of the study will be published in a peer reviewed journal and will be presented at professional research conferences.
Withdrawal: You may withdraw from this study at any time without giving reasons. If you choose to enter the survey and then decide to withdraw during the completion of the survey, you may simply exit the survey, close the browser, and your incomplete data will be deleted. As the data is collected anonymously, it cannot be withdrawn once submitted.
Data:  Deidentified data may be made available to publishers or future researcher. Due to the low incident status of the field of visual impairments, this may increase the risk of participants of this survey being indirectly identified based on personal characteristics. 
Anonymity: We will not collect personally identifiable information in the process of the survey. Completed survey data will be securely stored on a password protected OneDrive supported by UBC and will only be accessible by study team members. Any data downloaded will be housed on an encrypted and password protected external hard drive in a locked filing cabinet in the PI’s UBC Office.
Questions: If you have any questions, please contact Erika Fundelius by email at erika.fundelius@ubc.ca.
Concerns: If you have any concerns or complaints about your rights as a research participant and/or your experiences while participating in this study, contact the Research Participant Complaint Line in the University of British Columbia Office of Research Ethics by e-mail at RSIL@ors.ubc.ca or by phone at 604-822-8598 (Toll Free: 1-877-822-8598.)  Please refer to: H24-01126.

LINK: 
Qualtrics Survey Link: https://bit.ly/VisionProfessionalwVI2026
QR Code:  [image: A qr code to: https://bit.ly/VisionProfessionalwVI2026]
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