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AER Division 19 Newsletter, Spring 2026
“You don’t need perfect conditions, you just need to start.” 											– Rachel Tomajczyk

Hello, Division 19! 
Welcome to the Spring edition of the Physical Activity and Recreation Division’s newsletter. As the school year wraps up for those of us in the United States, we start to look forward to the many opportunities available this summer. Included in this issue is a list of the many summer camps available to students with blindness, low vision, or deafblindness, many of which are still accepting participants and/or are still recruiting coaches. Additionally, we look forward to meeting in person at the biennial AER International Conference in Louisville, KY. Some of the many learning opportunities are listed below as well.  

As always, we always welcome suggestions for improving the division. Please email us with your interest in becoming more involved, thoughts, comments, and questions at aerbviphysicalactivity@gmail.com. 

Cheers,
Katie Ericson, Ph.D., TVI/COMS
Secretary

Division Business
As a reminder, board meeting minutes can be found on the division website.


Membership
Changes are coming to the Physical Activity and Recreation Division. As part of the ongoing updates to AER, the board is working to transition the division to a Professional Division (requiring 200 members). If you are currently a division member, please monitor your email inbox for important updates regarding the transition process; if you’re not currently a member, now is a great time to renew your AER membership so that you can help shape our new structure. If you have any questions or concerns about the process, please email either Erin or Katie.

Questions & Suggestions
As a member of D-19, you are welcome to reach out to the board with concerns, questions, and suggestions: Past Chair, Adam Pennell; Chair, Erin Weaver; Chair-Elect, M. Ally Keene; Treasurer, Lauren Lieberman; Secretary, Katie Ericson.

To help grow D-19 membership, please remember to promote AER and D-19 during your presentations and trainings.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7ek5a5bykevq]
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Division 19 would like to host your APE-related online seminar/webinar. Please send your presentation suggestion/submission to Erin. 

Conferences and Meetings

State/Regional AER Meetings
Dates Vary
Many state and regional AER chapters are holding meetings in the coming months. This is a great opportunity to meet others in your area and share your knowledge. See AER’s website for dates and more information.

Upcoming Conference Dates:
· The AER Biennial Conference will be held in Louisville, KY, USA from July 29 to August 2, 2026 at the Marriott Louisville Downtown. More information, including the agenda, can be found at the conference website.

· The next North American Federation of Adapted Physical Activity (NAFAPA) Conference will be held in Hawaii July 28-31, 2026. 

· The 2027 International Symposium of Adapted Physical Activity (ISAPA) will be held in Amman, Jordan from June 21-25, 2027. More details to follow.

· The International Symposium on Physical Activity, Visual Impairments, and Deafblindness will be July 5-8, 2027 in Rochester, NY. More details will be shared soon.

D-19 Presentations at AER International
Note: Dates and times for presentations haven’t been announced yet, so check the AER Conference website for updates.
Poster Presentations
· The Invisible Game: A Review of Intervention Studies Discussing the Social and Psychological Impacts of Participation in Sports for Individuals with Visual Impairments, presented by Jessica Smith
· Camp Abilities: Four Corners, presented by Kasey Hopper
· Pre-Teaching Experiences of Children with Visual Impairments in Physical Education, presented by Lauren Lieberman, Kasey Zamberlin-Ogletree, and Melanie Perreault
· Assessing Tennis Skill Competence, presented by Lauren Lieberman, Emily Gilbert, and Breanna Bowman
Breakout Sessions
· What is New with Camp Abilities Around the Globe, presented by Lauren Lieberman
· Safe Streets in Virtual Worlds: Teaching Navigation Skills through VR, presented by Pamela Beach
· Sight Unseen, presented by Rebecca Coakley

Sports and Camps
The camps listed below offer opportunities for children and youth with blindness, low vision, and deafblindness. Many are still looking for coaches and other volunteers.
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· Camp Abilities West Chester (PA) will be May 22-25, 2026.
[bookmark: _heading=h.wsbk734klhwk]June
· Camp Abilities Iowa in Cedar Falls will be held June 7-11, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Tucson will be held June 7-13, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Colorado will be held June 13-16, 2026 in Grand Junction, CO. Please email daniellecburden@gmail.com for more information.
· Camp Abilities New Jersey at Rowan University will be June 26-28, 2026.
· Camp Abilities California will host multiple camps during the month of June 2026. Please visit their website for more information.
· Camp Abilities Ohio (at Clovernook, Cincinnati) will be held June 28-July 2, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Maine (hosted at the University of New Hampshire campus in Durham, NH) will also run June 28-July 2, 2026. Please email jspirit211@outlook.com for more information.
· Camp Abilities Portugal will be June 28-July 3, 2026. For more information, please email campabilitiesportugal@gmail.com and they will follow-up.
· Camp Abilities Brockport (NY) will be held June 28 through July 4, 2026. 
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· Camp Abilities Switzerland will be held July 6-10, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Lake Joe (Muskoka, Ontario, Canada) will be July 6-11, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Long Island (NY) will be held July 9-12, 2026
· Camp Abilities Maryland in Baltimore will be held July 10-13, 2026.
· Camp Bravo Nantahala Adventure Camp in North Carolina will be July 12-16, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Texas (in Denton, TX) will be held July 12-18, 2026.
· Camp Webber in Chugiak, AK will be held July 13-18, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Florida will be July 16-19, 2026.
· Camp Abilities CABVI will be July 25-31, 2026.
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· Camp Abilities Delaware will be held August 2-8, 2026.
· Camp Abilities Saratoga (NY) will be held August 2-8, 2026.
· Camp Abilities New Jersey @ Field of Dreams will be held in Toms River August 18-20, 2026.
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· Camp Abilities Iceland will be held October 16-18, 2026 in Reykjavik. Please email Dr. Ingi Þór Einarsson at ingithore@ru.is for more information.
· Camp Abilities New Jersey at Rowan University will also hold a one-day fall camp on November 6, 2026.

Educational Aids for Sports
Tactile Graphics for Sports
APH offers free templates for good tactile designs to help facilitate communication between those involved with the design and execution of tactile graphics. The Tactile Graphic Image Library’s categories are divided into core and expanded core curriculum areas. Download Options are Original (PDF), Thumbnail, and Preview (opens in browser to view, JPG). If you don't see what you are looking for, please send an email at tgfeedback@aph.org. 

Publications 
Books/Journals
The new issue (Volume 70, Issue 4) of Visual Impairment and Deafblind Education Quarterly (VIDBE-Q) is a special issue guest edited by Dr. Lauren Lieberman and Dr. Pamela Beach, and it is dedicated entirely to Physical Activity for Individuals with Visual Impairment or Deafblindness.
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Miscellanea 
NWABA Resource Library
We’re excited to reintroduce our video resource library with a fresh new look as Blind Athletes Academy, brought to you by the Northwest Association for Blind Athletes (NWABA)! This YouTube channel offers a growing collection of over 70 instructional videos that break down individual skills, providing valuable resources for teachers looking to make physical education and sports instruction accessible for blind and low vision students. You’ll find videos covering a wide range of topics, including racket sports skills, locomotor skills, object control skills, and perspectives on blindness etiquette. Each video is paired with comprehensive manuals and tactile diagrams to support inclusive teaching. Be sure to check back often for new videos and innovative teaching tools! Explore the channel here: Blind Athletes Academy.

Accepting Summer 2026 AER D-19 Newsletter Submissions
Send your news, stories, events, bragging rights, recruitment efforts, and suggestions. The deadline is August 31, 2026.
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