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AER Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group Summer/Fall 2026 Newsletter

“Every day I make the choice to show up and see what I’ve got, and to try and be better. My advice: keep showing up.” 												–Des Linden

Hello Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group, 
Welcome to the Summer edition of the Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group’s newsletter. We’ve had a busy summer, with board members attending the AER Conference in Louisville and hosting summer camps for student athletes. While things will slow down this fall, we still have plenty to look forward to. There are fall camps for athletes, and we’ll be hosting a webinar (tentatively) on October 29th. Also, as we transition to an interest group, we’ll be electing new officers; ballots should be sent out soon.

As always, we always welcome suggestions for improving the interest group. Please email us with your interest in becoming more involved, thoughts, comments, and questions at aerbviphysicalactivity@gmail.com. 

Cheers,
Katie Ericson, Ph.D., TVI/COMS
Secretary

Division Business
As a reminder, board meeting minutes can be found on the division website.

Membership
We are now officially an interest group! With official status, the next step will be conducting elections. Ballots should be going out soon.

Questions & Suggestions
As a member of the Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group, you are welcome to reach out to the board with concerns, questions, and suggestions: Past Chair, Erin Weaver; Chair, M. Ally Keene; Chair-Elect, Peter Rifenburg; Treasurer, Lauren Lieberman; Secretary, Katie Ericson.

To help grow the Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group membership, please remember to promote AER and the Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group during your presentations and trainings.
[bookmark: _heading=h.7ek5a5bykevq]
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The Physical Activity and Recreation Interest Group would like to host your APE-related online seminar/webinar. Please send your presentation suggestion/submission to Ally. 

Conferences and Meetings

State/Regional AER Meetings
Dates Vary
Many state and regional AER chapters are holding meetings in the coming months. This is a great opportunity to meet others in your area and share your knowledge. See AER’s website for dates and more information.

Upcoming Conference Dates:

· The 2027 International Symposium of Adapted Physical Activity (ISAPA) will be held in Amman, Jordan from June 21-25, 2027. The call for proposals is now open on the ISAPA 2027 website.

· The International Symposium on Physical Activity, Visual Impairments, and Deafblindness will be July 5-8, 2027 in Rochester, NY. The call for proposals will open in October, and more information can be found at the official website. 

Sports and Camps
For more information on camps, please visit the Camp Abilities World website.

Educational Aids for Sports
Tactile Graphics for Sports
APH offers free templates for good tactile designs to help facilitate communication between those involved with the design and execution of tactile graphics. The Tactile Graphic Image Library’s categories are divided into core and expanded core curriculum areas. Download Options are Original (PDF), Thumbnail, and Preview (opens in browser to view, JPG). If you don't see what you are looking for, please send an email at tgfeedback@aph.org. 
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Miscellanea 
NWABA Resource Library
The Blind Athletes Academy, brought to you by the Northwest Association for Blind Athletes (NWABA) offers a growing collection of over 70 instructional videos that break down individual skills, providing valuable resources for teachers looking to make physical education and sports instruction accessible for blind and low vision students. You’ll find videos covering a wide range of topics, including racket sports skills, locomotor skills, object control skills, and perspectives on blindness etiquette. Each video is paired with comprehensive manuals and tactile diagrams to support inclusive teaching. Be sure to check back often for new videos and innovative teaching tools! Explore the channel here: Blind Athletes Academy.

Camp Abilities (Brockport) offers instructional materials, including instructional videos, manuals, and tipsheets. Explore the website here: Camp Abilities Instructional Materials. 

Old Dominion University Resources and Recommendations for PE Teachers of Blind Students
The information on the website is the result of a collaborative effort between blind individuals with first-hand experience of K-12 physical education (Nina Marranca, Julia LaGrand, and Andrew Mead-Colegrove) and a researcher and former Physical Education teacher (M. Ally Keene). Together, they co-developed resources and recommendations aimed at helping physical education teachers enhance physical education for blind students.

Accepting Fall 2026 AER Interest Group Newsletter Submissions
Send your news, stories, events, bragging rights, recruitment efforts, and suggestions. The deadline is November 8, 2026.
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